§2. THE MIAO: ETHNOS AND TRIBE 

The Mong Njua tribe uses the ethnic name mori *Miao* to which the 
descriptive term njua 'to be green, azure* is added to designate this 
particular branch of the Miao stock. The Mong Njua are also known 
as the "Green Miao*' or "Green Meo". The name "Miao" is derived 
from Chinese (Pk ndio, Sz miao), while the Thai, Yon, and Lao 
equivalent is "Meo" (mcew). In China proper, the Mong Njua are 
called the "Hong T'ou Miao" (Sz hong t'ou miao) which translates as 
'Red-Headed Miao*. This is based on statements given by the Mong 
Njua of Thailand. 

The Mong constitute a sub-division of the ethnic group known as 
Miao which numbers over three million persons and inhabits the 
mountainous regions of south-western China, North Vietnam, Laos, 
the Shan States of Burma, and northern Thailand. The Miao are 
divided by linguistic and cultural differences mto a number of tribes 
whose names often derive from the color or pattern of their women's 
garments (e.g. White Miao, Black Miao, Striped Miao, etc.). The 
various Miao tribes are not restricted to any definite geographical 
location in respect to each other. Thus the Green Miao group may be 
found in any of the countries mentioned above. Intermarriage with 
persons outside the Miao ethnic stock is unknown. At the time I was 
first in the field, there were no roads, missions, or schools within 
the Green Miao areas mentioned. 

Population figures are here given. Miao in China: 2,511,339 (census 
of June 1953); Miao m Thailand: 45,000 (Thai Border Police, 1960); 
Miao in Burma: unknown; Miao in North Vietnam: 500,000 (Touby 
Lyfong, 1963); Miao in Laos: 300,000 (Touby Lyfong, 1963). 

Henceforth in this work, the term "Green Miao" will be employed 
since the ethnic label "Miao" is widely known. In actuality, however, 
the term "Mong Njua" would be more appropriate. Within recent years 
many linguists and ethnologists have used the word "Mong" (or 
"Hmong") to differentiate this branch of the over-all Miao stock from 
other branches, for example the Hmu, the 'Kanao, the Chuan Miao, 
the Hei Miao, etc. For information on Miao groups which are not 
Mong, see the article by Andr6 G. Haudricourt: 'Introduction a la 
phonologic historique des langues Miao-Yao', BEFEO, 1954, pp. 564- 
565. (See also R. A. D. Forrest: The Chinese Language (2nd ed.), 1965, 
pp. 98-99). 
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The Green Miao (moi) iijiia) together with the White Miao (iii6i| 
klaw) and the Banded-Sleeve Miao (mori qiiuiJBibar|) are the three 
sub-groups of Mong to be found in Thailand. Many more sub-groups 
are to be encountered in Laos, North Vietnam, and southern China. 

Throughout a period of two years, I compiled a list of all Miao tribal 
names known to the Green Miao of Nan Province. Whether these 
"tribes" actually belong to the Mong grouping as defined above or to 
other groupings of the Miao stock, it is impossible to say. The reason 
for this is that all three "Mong" groups of Thailand would refer to 
the Hmu, the 'Kanao etc, as m^. The informants admitted that 
there were many more "tribes" of Miao in existence than the ones 
included in the list. The list is given below. 

0. m6q (lei)) Mong, Hmong, Miao, Meo, or Maeo (ethnic 

name). (= Sz miao, Pk miao, Th meew, 
Japanese myo, byo) 

1.1 m6q iijiia the Green Miao, Blue Miao. (< iijiia 'to be 

green, blue, azure') [Location: observed in 
Thailand.] 

1.2 moi) lei) alternate name for the foregoing tribe. (< leq 

'tendon, artery; cord; seam*) 
id. (< pu 'to cjose up an opening; to bake') 
the White Mi^o. (< klaw 'to be white') 
[Location: observ^ in Thailand], 
the Banded-Sleeve Miao. (< qua 'to make 
vertical lines' + mbaq 'sleeve; arm') [Location: 
observed in Chiangkham, Chiangrai Province, 
Thailand.] 

the Striped Miao. (< yacchua 'lines running 
from waist to edge of skirt') [Location : formerly 
observed in Thailand but now seemingly ab- 
sorbed by the Green Miao and White Miao,] 
the Pumpkin-Hole Miao. (< tau 'pumpkin') 
[Location : China.] 

the Tame(d) Miao. (< pw 'to be tame') [Lo- 
cation: China.] 

the Man-£ating Miao. (< nao net) 'to eat 
people') [Location: China.] 
the Amulet Miao. (< teq kau 'indigo amulet') 
[Location : China.] 
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moi) qhactiitt 
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mdq pw 
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9. moi) dii the White-Skinned Miao. ( < chi 'to be glistening 

white, white of skin-color') [Location : China.] 

1 0. m6q sua the Sinicized Miao. ( < ^a 'Chinese') [Location : 

China.] 

11. moi) tuaJu the Oxen-Killing Miao. (< tua 'to kill' + iiii 

'ox') [Location : China.] 

12. mdi) iif|au.kle the Dog-Mouth Miao. (< m}au 'mouth' + kle 

('dog') [Location: uncertain.] 
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